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DONATIONS 
GRACIOUSLY 
ACCEPTED!

MAKING A 
 DIFFERENCE ONE 
WESTIE AT A TIME

F o l l o w  o u r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e !

Thank you for supporting us here on Facebook! We just hit 6,000 likes!
Please share our page with your Facebook friends to help get the word out about 
WestieMed and the work we do.
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WESTIES WE’VE HELPED IN 2021
p ay t o n  |  j a n u a r y  2 0 2 1

Peyton and his Westie brother Cooper came into the Preston Cares Network Westie 
Rescue (PCN) in the summer of 2019. Their previous owner didn’t have time for them, 
and left them outside in their backyard all-day, every day, while they went to work. 
Being typical westies, they got bored and decided it would be fun to dig under the 
fence and escape. The brothers were repeatedly picked up by animal control and the 
fines to pick them up began to increase. As a result, the owner decided to surrender 
the dogs instead of paying the fines.

Fortunately, the animal control reached out to PCN to take them in. They needed to 
be fixed, have dental extractions done, and Peyton needed treatment for chronic dry 
eyes. Of course we said we would love to take the brothers into our rescue, and we 
had all their medical needs taken care of and both brothers were adopted together in 
December of 2019. 

Unfortunately, after a few months Peyton was losing weight, wasn’t feeling well in 
general, and just wasn’t happy in his new home. They took him to their local vet who 
did a Cushing’s disease test which came back negative (among many other tests). 
They decided they could not take care of him and they couldn’t afford the mounting 
medical bills trying to determine whatwas wrong. So, with a heavy heart, they decided 
to return him to PCN in June of 2020. Once he came back to us, his health continued 
to degrade and he became lethargic, rapidly lost weight, had very loose stool, and 
his hair was falling out. Even though Peyton had tested negative for Cushing’s, our 
vet decided to test him for atypical Cushing’s since he showed all the signs. The test 

results came back slightly positive. After starting the treatment protocol, 
Peyton showed positive results at first, but then he started to lose 

weight more rapidly and was getting sicker and sicker. He got 
to the point where he refused to eat and drink. We rushed 

him to the vet for emergency care and our vet did an EPI 
test which came back positive. Exocrine Pancreatic 

Insufficiency (EPI) is a syndrome caused by insufficient 
synthesis and secretion of digestive enzymes in the 
pancreas. Fortunately, EPI is very treatable. There 
is special powder (enzymes) you mix into the dog’s 
food before they eat it which help them digest the 
food and absorb the nutrients.

For the rest of the story: http:http://
westiemed.org/2021/01/peyton2021/



B u d g i e  |  M a r c h  8 ,  2 0 2 1

Budgie (aka Angel) had been purchased in New York from a breeder. Her pet 
parent traveled to Melbourne, FL, when she was approx nine months old, 

brought her to the local shelter. Budgie is now 9 yrs old. It is unknown how 
long it was before she was adopted from the shelter or how many families 

she had been with before living with her last owner before she came to 
my family. Her owner had passed away and, along with another terrier 
breed dog, had been put on a back porch. By whom, it is unknown. 
A neighbor had been feeding them once a day and ensuring there 
was water. Another neighbor intervened after learning the two dogs 
had been abandoned on the porch. After attempts to have local 
animal control assist, the kind neighbor researched and located 
Sunshine State Westie Rescue, who immediately sent someone to 
rescue the dogs. It was thought that her time on the porch was a 

few months; however, the paperwork I have from the first vet she 
saw after rescue stated that the owner had passed a year prior. I can 

only hope the paperwork information is a misprint, and the time being 
abandoned was, in fact, only a few months.

For the rest of the story: http://westiemed.org/2021/03/budgie2021/

UPDATE MAY 18, 2021:
Budgie is now cone free with a new eye drop regimen. She will have another 
check up next week. She had a bath, finally, but sooo needs a spa day! 
Pic with the brothers…
Felicia

B a n d i  |  M a r c h 2 ,  2 0 2 1
T h e  s t o r y  o f  H u n g a r i a n  B a n d i

Bandi is a 14 year old Westie gentleman, 
who never had the life a Westie 
supposed to have. He was found in 
2020 on the streets of Eger, Hungary 
in a very bad state. The local shelter 
knew him already, as he was wondering 
around many times. Previously he had a 
better life (maybe), but when a newborn 
came to the family, he was given to the 
grandmother, who obviously did not gave 
a damn. This time he was so dirty, so weak 
and hurt, that they immediately contacted us. 
Together we achieved that the owners give him to our 
care. In Hungary, the legal procedures of animal protection 
are quite complicated, so this was the fastest way to have Bandi and help him. 
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We took him to our vet immediately. He had holes in his back area 
(under the tails), worms were coming out from the wounds, we 

have never seen anything like it. He had a papilloma on his 
eyelids, hurting him all the time. He could barely walk due 

to a previous injury and he was underweight. He was 
very kind and grateful for the care, he knew that his 
life will change from now.

First we started to take care of the wounds, he 
got antibiotics and immune boosters. Obviously 
it needed time, but they healed very well. When 
he was strong enough for his first surgery, we 
had his eye fixed. Thanks to the great care, he 
took anesthesia without any problems. Then he 
had a couple of months break before we had the 

orthopedic surgery to remove a fractured femoral 
head. He had some complications afterwards, 

seemed that some nervous problem, but with proper 
medication we could make his status better. He regularly 

have physiotherapy treatments since then. The last surgery 
after a another break was neutering. We did not want to put him 

through another trauma, but he had a tumor in his testicles and we wanted to 
make his life as long and as healthy as possible. So he had 3 surgeries within a year, 
which is quite a lot in his age, but he recovered well. 

Bandi found his furever home with the lady who took care of her during the 
rehabilitation. He is now living the ideal senior life, having his own bed, yummy food 
and a mom, who cares for him and will love him until his last heartbeat will come. 

Thank you WestieMed that you made this happen and helped us make Bandi such 
a happy guy. 

Kind regards,  
Viktória

Üdvözlettel, 
Hatvani Viktória 

Westie Rescue Hungary
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J a x s o n  |  M ay  6 ,  2 0 2 1

On March 19, 2021 I was out of town visiting a friend. We went for coffee, as we sat 
in line at the drive-through, a picture popped up on Facebook. Free Pomeranian 
one-year-old. I had to put down my AKC 15-year-old purebred Cairn Terrier a week 
before Christmas and a week before his birthday this year due to liver failure, my 
heart was broken. I had been searching breeds as I have allergies.

That’s when this little angel came to me. I knew exactly what he was when I saw the 
photo. I immediately messaged the woman she gave me the address and I went 
straight there. It was a very unsafe unhealthy area. I was told by a friend of mine, a 
retired state trooper, not to go alone. Needless to say I went. I messaged her when I 
arrived outside of a rundown house in a bad part of town. A woman came out the door 
and hollered, come on in nobody’s sick in here, as a cloud of smoke rolled out the 
door. I put on my mask and I went inside. There were several different nationalities in 
the house, mainly men.

Then I saw him he saw me, I bent down and he came over immediately and buried 
his head between my legs. I knew I had to take him out of the situation. There was 
a lot going on in this home. The woman was kind to me. I had noticed he had a 
limp, I asked her about it, and she said he did it for attention. I asked her if he had 
a veterinarian? She replied tractor supply. So, I scooped him up and away we went. 
She asked me if I wanted his food and bed and I told her no thank you. I immediately 
took him to Chemung Valley Veterinary in Elmira, New York. They checked him over 
and said everything looked good except he had an old injury to his leg which would 
need an x-ray. They said that he was microchipped and gave me the number. When I 
got back to my home town with him I took him to another veterinary office, Champlain 
Valley Veterinary Clinic in Plattsburgh, New York. They did an exam and said he had 
a UTI and hookworm, so we started treatment for that, they also said he would have 
to have all his shots again because I had no proof that he had ever had any. So we 

started with a rabies shot. She confirmed that he had luxating patella in his rear 
hind leg and possibly ACL, both which they require an x-ray. I also started 

him on NexGard. Over the next week I spoke to the woman on several 
occasions that I had got him from. She finally admitted that they 

kept him for breeding purposes and he was kept in a small cage 
only let out to breed and to go to the bathroom. He has never 

been walked on a leash which we are learning together now. 
He is skittish outside but he is getting better.

UPDATE JUNE 2021:
Jaxson’s x-rays revealed he had Legg-Perthes disease, 
not a ligament tear. He subsequently underwent a 
Femoral Head Ostectomy funded by WestieMed. Jaxon’s 
surgery was successful and his recovery uneventful. He 
is doing extremely well post-op. 

Lynn
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H e r b e r t  |  M ay  2 0 ,  2 0 2 1

Senior and special need dogs are very close to our hearts, so after losing three very 
special geriatric forever foster dogs within weeks of each other in April 2020, we 
became aware of Herbert, a 12-year[1]old Westie with chronic skin, back and leg 
issues and diminished eyesight. Herbert was found roaming the streets by a good 
Samaritan and Westie & Scottie Rescue of Houston took him in where he remained 
in rescue for 1 ½ years. They took fantastic care of Herbert, but with no potential 
adopters willing to take on Herbert’s chronic issues, the cost that goes with it and 
Herbert’s advanced age, we felt it was in his best interest to come to WROC as a 
forever foster.

Amid the pandemic, we flew to Houston to pick up Herbert and flew back to California 
the same day. Herbert is being treated by an ophthalmologist but unfortunately, 
due to the lack of care before he reached rescue, Herbert’s eyes are permanently 
damaged, and he will be on four eye medications, three times a day for the rest of his 
life. He is also being treated by our dermatologist specialist and though he no longer 
scratches and is comfortable, he has permanent hair loss due to damaged follicles. 
Along with having compressed discs in his spine, Herbert is now in need of bilateral 

TLPO surgery to repair his torn meniscus, torn cruciate ligament and luxating 
patella in both legs.

Herbert will have surgery on both legs at the same time in 
June with a board-certified orthopedic specialist to the 

tune of $9300.00. We knew going in that Herbert’s on-
going medical issues would be costly, which was the 
reason we bought Herbert to WROC as a forever 
foster so that he will always get the care he needs. 
We can manage the irreversible damage to his 
eyes and skin due to previous neglect, but with 
Westie Med’s help, Herbert will receive surgery 
that will prolong quality of life, a promise we made 
to Herbert and all our forever fosters before him.



H o w  c a n 
y o u  h e l p ?
There are a number of ways and opportunities you can help WestieMed raise the 
quality of life and adoptability of rescued Westies in need of medical attention.  

We appreciate your support! 

M A K E  A  D O N AT I O N

• Mail a check or money order donation to:

• Make a secure online credit card donation.
• Make an automatic monthly subscription donation.
• Donate Westie treasures for WestieMed’s Facebook Auctions .
• Make a Planned Gift consisting of such items as stocks, bonds, cash, personal

property, bequests, trusts, life insurance and IRAs.
• Make a donation with your company’s matching Gift Program.
• Donate your artistic Westie designs for fundraising purposes through our Artists

To The Rescue program.
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• Help organize a Fundraising event or a Westie Walk for the benefit of WestieMed.
• Offer your talents and time for a WestieMed project.
• Get WestieMed news and updates through our Friends of WestieMed email list.
• Join the WestieMed group on Facebook.
• Help spread the word about WestieMed

V O L U N T E E R

M A K E  A  P U R C H A S E 

• Obtain “ever-burning” online Tribute and-Memorial Virtual Candle from the
Paws and Remember program on the WestieMed website

• Shop with WestieMed’s Affiliate Companies and a donation will be made to
help us help rescued Westies.

• Shop in WestieMed’s online Facebook Auctions.

WestieMed, Inc. 
13 Spire View Road  
 Ridgefield, CT 06877
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The Paws and Remember Program

• Honor your own special family members.

• Celebrate a living friend, pet or person with a Tribute Virtual
Candle, or Remember those you have loved and lost with a
Memorial Virtual Candle.

• When you make a donation for either a Tribute Virtual Candle or
a Memorial Virtual Candle, WestieMed will acknowledge your
thoughtful gift.

• Our acknowledgment card features the Paws and Remember logo
Toto — The Rescue Angel designed and donated exclusively to
WestieMed by artist Suzanne Renaud.

Please take a moment to Paws and 
Remember your special friends.

Make a donation to light an  
“ever-burning” Virtual Candle from 
WestieMed’s Paws and Remember 
program. This is a wonderful way 
to show your admiration, love and 
devotion for those you hold closest 
to your heart. 

WestieMed, Inc.
13 Spire View Road
Ridgefield, CT 06877

C o n ta c t  I n f o

info@westiemed.org

www.westiemed.org

     Light a Virtual Candle  

Our Miss ion
The Mission of WestieMed, Inc. is to help raise 
the quality of life and adoptability of rescued 
West Highland White Terriers (Westies).

WestieMed provides these Westies with a second chance at adoption 
and the opportunity to lead happy, healthy lives in stable, loving, 
forever homes. In addition, through its efforts and the example it 
sets, WestieMed aims to stimulate a dialogue, which will educate  
the general public about rescue animals and rescue organizations.
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